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of both Houses did extremely dissatisfy the King. The Lords who had given their votes for dissolving the Parliament protested against the negative vote, and did enter their reasons for so doing in the journals. Things going thus, the only expedient was to dismiss the Parliament, which the' King did by proroguing it to the 10th of February next.
Before I left London, at the interposition of my Lord Ogle, I went with his lordship to see the Duke of Buckingham, knowing before that he would receive me kindly.
Dec. 1.—I set out for Thrybergh, where I found my family well. I kept a great Christmas that year. There dined with me on New Year's Day 300 people at the least.
1676.
At the Lent assizes at York I communicated a letter, which my Lord Treasurer had directed to me to that intent, to the justices of the peace of the West Hiding. The occasion of it was this :—
Hallamshire, a corner of the "West Biding extending five miles round from Sheffield, is a corporation of cutlers by Act of Parliament, where the manufacture of making edge-tools is earned on by several furnaces or blowing-houses, where the iron and steel is heated and prepared for the making of knives and scissors, &c. The receivers of hearth-money had levied this duty upon the poor smiths for these furnaces or forges ; and the corporation of cutlers had spent near 200/. in law with the King to try the right of this matter, conceiving they were not liable to pay by Act of Parliament, without bringing it to any certain issue. They, then came and complained to me as the next justice of the peace of this oppression, and desired my opinion of it. Upon weighing the matter, I told them that those furnaces or forges came willrih the